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SA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
The SA executive board meetings are scheduled 
at 4pm in the Sussex Academy Conference Room 
(Secondary Campus). The meetings are public 
and Sussex Academy families are invited to 
attend the following 2022 dates:
January 19 / February 16 / March 16
April 27 / May 18 / June 15



This year we moved to a trimester schedule that allows 
our students to take 5 courses in a semester, over 12 
weeks. When the course ends, students in core classes 
take an end of course assessment, receive their grade 
and get a new set of classes for the next trimester. 
The trimester schedule is more aligned with a college 
schedule and allows for a more manageable course 
load for each term. 

Spanish has been added as a special/exploratory to 
our elementary school curriculum allowing our students 
the opportunity to begin learning the Spanish language 
in kindergarten and continuing through 5th grade.  
Our 6th grade students are enrolled in a 6-week  
introductory Spanish class while our 7th grade students 
are enrolled in a 6-week introductory French class. In 
grade 8, our students choose between high school  
level Spanish 1 or French 1 and can continue taking  
the language through grade 12. 

Following winter break we will be 
adding an eight-week water safety 
and swimming lesson to the  
elementary school curriculum for 
grades 3-5. The classes will be held 
at our aquatics center.

It was a bit of a rough start of the year in our counseling 
department, but with the help of Dr. MacBury, we were 
able to finalize student schedules and assist with the 
senior college application process with our new online  
platform, Naviance. Naviance will help students  
navigate through the college process, beginning in 
ninth grade. We are happy to announce that our 
counseling department is now fully staffed. Mrs. Stacey 
Alinkoff is working with grades 6-8 while academic.  
Kim Henry is working with grades 9 and 10.   
Crystal Little is working with grades 11 and 12.   

As with all schools across the states, we have had some 
busing issues due to the shortage of bus drivers. We 
are continuously working on creative ways to solve this 
issue without having a negative or safety impact on our 
students and trying to not burden our families.

The School Choice Application Period opened on 
November 1 and will close on January 12, 2022. The 
easy application can be completed online at school-
choicede.org/Apply/SussexAcademy. Please share 
this information on your social media platforms and 
with friends, colleagues, teams, groups, organizations. 
We want every student in Sussex County to have the 
opportunity to apply to our school.

The Sussex Academy Foundation launched a new  
capital campaign-the first in five years!  Funds raised  
will be used to update the gym lobby to resemble the 
front entrance lobby. In addition to the update, the 
campaign will fund sports murals and banners, new  
trophy and art cases, and storage areas in both the 
gym and the gym lobby. As a charter school, Sussex 
Academy does not receive funding for capital  
projects. Please consider supporting this campaign.

Due to an extremely generous gift, 
tennis courts will be constructed on 
school property. Ideally the build  
will take place during this winter and 
the courts will be ready for spring.  
We will provide additional information 
about this gift when construction  
has started.

While we are all adjusting to the changes that surround 
us, our students have been amazing. They show up, 
continue to wear their masks, work hard and remain 
positive. Our faculty continues to come up with new 
and innovative ways to educate and engage our 
students.  Our families continue to remain present and 
supportive. Thank you to everyone!!

Wishing our Sussex Academy students, families, faculty 
and staff a wonderful and safe holiday season.

Eric M. Anderson
Head of School 

Hello Sussex Academy Families, 

We are ALL are back in our buildings!  
In-person instruction, club meetings 
and other extra-curricular activities  
(including homecoming), field trips,  
assemblies, guest speakers,  
entertainers…it is all happening!  
We may be masked, but we are back!

Eric M. Anderson

“Change is the only constant  
in life. Ones ability to adapt  

to those changes will determine  
your success in life.”   

– Benjamin Franklin
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SA STUDENTS



The Sussex Academy faculty,  
staff and Executive Board of Directors  
were happy to welcome all students 
back into the school buildings for  
the 21-22 school year!

SA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL VISIT
To prepare for the school 
year, K-5 students and 
their families visited the 
elementary campus on 
September 2. Students 
were able to drop off 
school supplies, tour the 
school, and meet their 
teachers.
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FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL 
Grades K-5, 6 and 9 students returned on September 
7. Students in grades 6 and 9 participated in a 
scavenger hunt to help them meet faculty and staff. 
Grades 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 returned for their first day 
on September 8. 
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DELAWARE STATE ASSESSMENTS  
TEST RESULTS
Sussex Academy scored above average on the  
DE state assessment tests in 2021. In a year with low 
participation rates due to Covid, Sussex Academy 
had the highest participation rate in the state.

SUSSEX ACADEMY ASSESSMENT RESULTS:
English Language Arts (ELA) – Grades 3-5 #2
English Language Arts (ELA) – Grades 6-8 #1
Math – Grades 3-5 #4
Math – Grades 6-8 #2

SAT (SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST) – GRADE 11
Writing (Evidence Based Reading and Writing) #4
SAT Math #3
SAT Essay #2
Science – Grades 5, 8 & Biology #5  
(tied with Delaware Military Academy and  
Early College High School at Del State)
Social Studies – Grades 4, 7, 11 #2

PERSON OF THE YEAR
In August, Mikayla Dayton, Class of 2022, was 
named the Young Woman of Delaware and 
awarded $2,750 in scholarship money.

ENVISION’S JUNIOR NATIONAL  
YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE
Nominated by his 8th grade teacher, Ms. Hugues,  
Jadyn Rodkey was selected to attend the  
Envison’s Junior National Young Leaders  
Conference in Washington, DC over the summer.  
Envision, by WorldStrides, helps to empower  
extraordinary students to become their best selves.  

When asked about his conference experience,  
Jadyn commented, “I had a great time at the 
JrNYLC. It was wonderful to be able to meet and  
collaborate with people from across the country,” 

Congratulations to  
Kemper Cole who is a 
semi-finalist and will be  
moving forward in 
the 2022 competition 
for the National Merit 
Scholarship awards!

Congratulations to Gabriella Orsini and  
Zoe Probert who each received a Letter of  
Commendation for outstanding performance on 
the PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.  

COMMENDATION
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BUDDY WALK VOLUNTEERS
In October SA students volunteered at the  
Buddy Walk in Rehoboth Beach.  This event helps 
to raise awareness and funds to support people 
with Down Syndrome and their families.

BANNED BOOK WEEK
This year, Banned Book Week, was celebrated  
from September 26 to October 2 with a theme  
of "Books Unite Us. Censorship Divides Us." Banned 
Book Week is an annual recognition of the  
freedom to read.
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This year’s clubs include:

Astronomy Club

SADD

College Prep Club

Chess Club

Jewelry Making Club
Rock Art Club

Dungeons and 
Dragons Club

SGA (meets after school)

Ping Pong Club

Karaoke and Music  
Listening Club

Extinction Rebellion  
Youth Delaware

Frankum Ball Club

GSA

Outdoor Club

NHS (meets after school)

Ukulele Club

Forum Idearum

Theatre Club

Book Club

Pickleball League

Ski Club
Cornhole League
Green Team

Math League

TSA

One Step Forward

Anime Club

Zoom Cooking Club  
(meets after school)

Creative Writing Club

Video Game Club

Habitat for Humanity

Gardening Club

HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
Sussex Academy students were happy to bring back 
the high school clubs this year. An activity fair was held 
in October, where the students had the opportunity  
to choose a club (or clubs) of their choice.  
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Sussex Academy administrators are dedicated to 
the students’ and faculty’s mindset and emotional 
well-being.  In support of each other and to promote 
kindness and positivity, students and faculty in the 
secondary campus are wearing shirts with positive 
messages on Wednesdays.

“WAY TO 

    WEDNESDAYS”
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ANIMAL CARE
The elementary school students are happy to help 
care for the goats and chickens.

FIELD TRIP
The kindergarten and first grade students took a field 
trip to the Red Barn.
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Congratulations to our Class Officers. Class  
officers are elected by their classmates and work 
throughout the year to fundraise for the senior  
prom and senior class gift.

Class Officers 2022

President Kaza Dayton                 
Vice President Liz Bodio
Secretary Mila Yunis                     
Treasurer Alissa Swann
Historian Arushi Sharda              
Public Relations Liaison Tabi Curry

Class Officers 2023

President Sarah Helou
Vice President Adelle Leebel
Secretary Sanne Ellling
Treasurer Ronin Max
Historian Ivone Rivera
Public Relations Liaison Brooke Farrell

Class Officers 2024

President Riya Jani
Vice President Chelsea Tobaco
Secretary Olivia Nemcic
Treasurer Janessa Sutton
Historian Lily Bowe
Public Relations Liaison Ellie Davis

Class Officers 2025

President Kate Meszaros
Vice President Emma Lovellette
Secretary Shelby Manlove
Treasurer Savannah Montgomery
Historian Keenan Williams
Public Relations Liaison Aiden Villar

Future Leaders

DELAWARE YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT
Delaware Youth in Government is a model legislative and judicial program for 
grades 6-12. The Jr. Legislative Conference (grades 6-8) was held at Legislative Hall 
in Dover on November 20. Willett Cole, grade 6, participated, presented her bill and 
debated it with other students from Delaware. The 9-12 grade Model Legislative  
and Judicial Program begins in January and culminates in a three-day legislative 
conference in April. A select number of delegates are then elected to represent 
Delaware at the Conference of National Affairs in June.

Willett Cole and Kemper Cole (who will serve as a school delegate for the Model Legislative 
and Judicial Program).

14



Congratulations to our Student Government  
Association (SGA) officers. SGA officers are elected 
by their classmates and help to organize  
Homecoming as well as other events throughout  
the year. 

Student Government Association (SGA) Officers

President GG Voges
Vice-President Kemper Cole
Treasurer Ronshay Horsey (Pictured)
Secretary Ethan Rakes 

Congratulations to the National Honor Society  
Officers. NHS Officer are elected by NHS members 
and organize the school store and projects  
throughout the year.

National Honor Society Officers

President Mikayla Dayton
Vice President Prabh Kaur
Treasurer Puja Jani
Secretary Gabriella Orsini

8TH GRADE SCIENCE
This fall the SA 8th grade science class 
built rollercoasters.
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COLLEGE PREP
Sussex Academy invested in the Naviance program  
for this school year. A program instructional meeting 
was held with all seniors in mid-September. The  
program helps students with college research, college 
applications, and letters of recommendation.

Dr. MacBury offered individual meetings with seniors to 
review graduation requirements, their standing, and to 
help with college applications. Over 75% of the seniors 
took advantage of the one on one meeting time.

During College Application Week, October 18-22,  
seniors were given time during the school day to  
complete applications.

Sussex Academy is pleased to announce that the 
guidance office is fully staffed.

OUR GUIDANCE OFFICE PERSONNEL:
Stacey Alinkoff – Middle School Counselor
Kim Henry – Counseling Support Coordinator working 
with grades 9-10
Crystal Little – Academic Counselor working with 
grades 11-12

New for this year, Sussex Academy garnered the  
services of Princeton Review for SAT prep classes.  
Nearly 60 students in grades 10 and 11 are taking the 
class, which is offered 2nd trimester. A Princeton  
Review staff member is facilitating the class and 
students will take four practice tests throughout the 
course.  

Sussex Academy is looking forward to sharing news 
about the Class of 2022’s college decisions.
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HOCO SUPPORT FOR THE  
DELAWARE BREAST COALITION
The soccer team hosted a “pink out” for the  
October homecoming game.  The sports boosters 
club sold pink sweatshirts and a portion of the sales 
were donated to the Delaware Breast Coalition.  
The senior team captains presented a $500 check  
to Connie Holdridge, Delaware Breast Cancer  
Center Coalition Program Director, on November 16.

SAES SUPPORTS THE MILTON LIBRARY
The Sussex Academy Elementary School  
donated $528.02, the proceeds from their annual 
Halloween classroom door decorating contest,  
to the Milton Library.

Faculty members decorate classroom doors for  
Halloween with a storybook theme. The students  
vote on their favorite door by placing loose 
change in a container located near their favorite 
design. This year’s winning door was from  
5th grade and decorated as A Book for Escargot. 
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THANK YOU CAPE ENT
In October, Better Speech and Hearing Month, 
Cape ENT donated a screening audiometer to 
Sussex Academy Elementary to promote early 
identification and treatment of hearing loss.

MOVIE NIGHT  
AT THE ELEMENTARY CAMPUS
The PTA hosted an outdoor movie night fundraiser 
in October to help raise funds for the elementary 
school campus. While they support numerous fun 
events for the students and faculty, they also fund 
the "One School, One Book" program and help  
with the food and care of the campus goats and 
chickens.

COMMUNITY SUPPORTING  
THE SA ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
Thank you to Dr. Jonathan Johnson, Johnson  
Orthodontics, for donating orthodontic emergency 
kits and to Dr. Kristen Vincent, Sussex Eye Center,  
for donating an eye care kit.
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Crystal Little – Academic School Counselor

Ms. Little attended both the University of Maryland Eastern Shore and Salisbury State  
University earning a Bachelor’s of Art in Sociology and a Bachelor’s of Science in Social  
Work. Upon her completing her undergraduate studies, Ms. Little returned to the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore and obtained her Masters of Education in School Counseling. 

As a Philadelphia native, Ms. Little returned home and became a Foster Care Social  
Worker. She worked with several families and children across Philadelphia providing them 
with support and services. With Ms. Little’s quest to broaden her knowledge base, while 
putting her counseling skills to work and gaining experience at a coed comprehensive 
high school, she transferred to the Martin Luther King High School as a School Counselor. 
She immediately realized that as the ninth grade Counselor she could have a greater 
impact on students long-term. Quickly building relationships with students, parents and 
service providers, her love and dedication was recognized through her work. 

While at Martin Luther King High School, Crystal has held several leadership positions  
one of them being Department Chairperson of Counseling Services. As a result of her  
service to the families of Martin Luther King High School, Ms. Little received numerous  
commendations from her Principal leading to her receiving the prestigious Lindback  
Foundation Award for the “Counselor of the Year”.  

Kimberly Henry – Counseling Support cCoordinator at SA High School

Henry is a Delaware native and baseball mom to her two sons. She has a 14 year  
and counting career in social work and education. Her educational journey began at  
Delaware State University and Wilmington University. The Henry family resides in Smyrna,  
DE and enjoys spending time at Lewes beach during the Summer. 

At Sussex Academy, she looks forward to building positive working relationships with  
students, staff and community supporters. She has an equitable approach when support-
ing students, to ensure a more individualized successful outcome. Her professional goal is 
to help students become empowered and inspired about their post-secondary future. 

Stacey Alinkoff – Academic/School Counselor grades 6-9

Stacey has been in the “People Business” through Education, Mentoring, Training, Public 
Relations, and Management for over 25 years.  Her diverse educational experience in 
teaching English, Special Education, Health and Physical Education, as well as her certifi-
cations in Social Emotional Learning, Integrative Health Coach, Health Counselor, School 
Counseling and DEI practices will serve her well in the SA Community. Stacey has experi-
ence in working with High School and Middle students with her most recent experience in 
the Red Clay School system at Stanton Middle School. This past summer she served as the 
SEL Instructor/Mentor for the Stanton SOAR Student Growth Program to build academic 
and social emotional skills.  She is excited to be a part of an amazing community of fami-
lies and professionals that are all striving to prepare our future leaders to be great citizens 
and unique contributors to our dynamic global society. Stacey enjoys spending time with 
her loving family and friends that are spread all over Delaware with a few trickling into 
New Jersey and Florida. She enjoys playing tennis and watching all sports. She is known  
as “Aunt Stacey” to many! Her dog, Luna, is a great sidekick who loves all people and 
animals, and if she meets you, she will want to give you a hug!

SA COUNSELORS

(Crystal Little – continued on page 25)

21



Andrew Fox – High School Math

Andrew is from Newark Delaware and recently located to Sussex County after 
accepting the high school math position at SA. Andrew’s most recent experience 
was working at Gunning Bedford Middle School teaching Integrated Math and 
has also has experience in levels 1-3. During his career he has been part of the 
Delaware Math Coalition, working with teachers from around the state on math 
curriculum and lesson development. Andrew was nominated for teacher of the 
year at his former school as well. Andrew has been sent to National Conferences 
to develop and share math lessons. He is a graduate of Alderson Broaddus 
University and received a Bachelor of Science for Secondary Education and 
Mathematics. Fun Fact is he was just shy of a minor in Calculus. Andrew was 
previously the Head Coach at Charter School of Wilmington Boys Lacrosse and 
was a 4-year varsity college lacrosse player. In his free time, he enjoys fishing, 
weightlifting, cooking, and being with his fiancé and dog. 

Donna Allen – Elementary School Nurse

Donna has had the honor of serving others for 27 years as a registered nurse. She 
is passionate about helping people, especially in a time of need. Most recently, 
she earned a Master of Science in Nursing from Wilmington University with a focus 
on educator under the Leadership Track. Prior to this, she received an Associate 
Degree in Nursing, and then a Bachelor Degree in Nursing from Delaware 
Technical Community College. She has worked at local hospitals and in several 
community health settings and is excited to transition her professional role into 
school nursing at Sussex Academy Elementary School. While enjoying her time off, 
she can be found with her family and friends. She loves spending time with her 
pets, doing outside activities, and watching a beautiful sunset.

Doug Grove – High School AP Psychology

Doug recently retired from Washington-Liberty (formerly Washington-Lee) High 
School in Arlington Virginia. Doug established the AP & IB Psychology programs 
and spent the majority of his 33 year career teaching those two classes. He had 
the pleasure of being the Head Varsity Baseball Coach (24 years) and Head 
Golf Coach (7 years). He also coached JV baseball (6 years) and JV basketball 
(5 years). He is looking forward to teaching AP Psychology at Sussex Academy, 
spending time with his wife Linda, golfing at Kings Creek Country Club and enjoying 
life in Rehoboth Beach where he has had a home for the last 5 years.

Amber Pierce – Student Teacher

Amber is a student teacher learning at Sussex Academy this year. She is working 
in third grade with Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Reed. She completed a Bachelor’s degree 
in Philosophy with a Pre-Law concentration in 2018 and is currently working on 
her teacher’s licensure and Master’s degree in Reading Specialty. She has lived 
in Delaware for three years. In her spare time she enjoys reading, cooking, and 
spending time with her fiancé and cats. 

MEET SA NEW TEACHERS
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Juan Londono – Spanish

Juan grew up in Colombia, South America and moved to the United States when 
he was 17 years old.  Before joining Sussex Academy, he taught ELD/ESL for three 
years as well as various levels of Spanish for nine years in Mechanicsburg, PA.  In 
his free time he enjoys photography, cooking, biking, and reading. 

Julia Byrem – Race and Gender Equality-High School Elective

Julia believes that health and well-being are basic rights, and is deeply 
committed to ensuring that these rights are accessible for all. She works 
in Delaware and Pennsylvania to develop programs of restorative equity within 
various non-profit organizations and educational institutions.  She has been 
working closely with Sussex Academy since 2019. She is a certified yoga and 
mindfulness instructor, and facilitates and develops curricula for yoga teacher 
trainings and workshops. She holds a graduate degree in equity and social justice 
from the California Institute of Integral studies, where she is currently pursuing a 
doctorate in liberation psychology. She has had experiences of learning about 
restorative justice with Ahimsa Collective in the Bay Area, as well as with Kay 
Pranis at the Summer Peacebuilding Institute at Eastern Mennonite University. She 
believes in the power of creative play, making art, transformational dialogue, 
strength in community, and above all, love. 

Joyce Campion – Reading

Joyce started her educational career at Upland Country Day School in Kennett 
Square, PA as an assistant first-grade teacher. From there, her path led her to 
Wilmington Friends School, The Pilot School in Wilmington, and Archmere Acad-
emy. Now as a faculty member at Sussex Academy Elementary, she is eager to 
continue teaching reading skills to those needing a little extra support as well as to 
those curious little minds that are ready for more challenges. She has a Bachelor’s 
degree in General Studies with a concentration in Education, a Master’s degree 
in Elementary Studies, and is a certified Reading Specialist. Gardening is a life-long 
passion and she enjoys creating garden spaces that attract butterflies, beneficial 
insects, and pollinators. In addition, she loves to read, go for walks with her dog 
Josie, and ride bikes with her husband along the bike trails in Lewes. 

Emily Nock – Math grades 4 and 5

Emily completed her bachelor's degree from Wilmington University in Elementary 
Education and is currently completing her master's degree in Teaching English 
Learners from the American College of Education. She spent the last seven years 
as a dually certified teacher at Georgetown Elementary School teaching third 
and fifth grades. As a former Sussex Academy student, she is excited to be a part 
of the SAES team. Outside of school, she enjoys cooking and just about everything 
there is to do outside. Most importantly, she loves spending time with her beautiful 
daughter, Hazel, her family, and her two dogs, Chip and Bella. 

MEET SA NEW TEACHERS
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Megan Reed – Math and Science grade 3

Megan has a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and Special Education 
as well as a Master's Degree in Elementary Instruction from The University of Dela-
ware.  Before coming to Sussex Academy, she worked for the Indian River School 
District as a Dually Certified Special Education Teacher.  Most of her 14 years of 
teaching were at East Millsboro Elementary School where she taught 4th grade.  
Additionally, at East Millsboro Elementary, she served as a peer mentor and grade 
level Math lead teacher for the district.  In her spare time, she loves to hang out 
with her husband and three children.  

Dr. Nick Gray – Middle and High School STEM teacher

Dr. Nick Gray uses the pronouns they/them. They are originally from Vermont.  Dr. 
Gray just finished defending a PhD in physics at NC State. Dr. Gray has a wide-
range of experience with four years of experience teaching college level physics 
and math, as well as teaching elementary school English in Japan. Dr. Gray has 
a deep passion for promoting STEM programs and is very excited to support and 
excite our students teaching a variety of STEM courses at SA.  When Dr. Gray is not 
working, they spend weekends running, baking, and playing board games.

Marie Sipe – Middle School Environmental Science Exploratory Teacher

Marie started her career teaching orienteering and team building while back-
packing in the North Carolina mountains, when she was an undergraduate at 
Duke University.  After earning a B.A. in Environmental Sciences, she went on to 
mentor middle and high school students in a Science Ambassador program, work 
as an environmental educator, and teach middle school Life Science and Earth 
Science at college preparatory schools in Florida.  With over 12 years of teaching 
experience, she earned a Master of Education in Middle School Science Curricu-
lum and Instruction, and looks forward to continuing her education in the future.  
Marie enjoys traveling, hiking, creek walking, baking, and practicing piano with 
her 8-year-old son. 

Katie Carpenter – Elementary Physical Education and Health

Katie is a Delaware native. After graduating from Middletown High School she 
attended the University of Delaware and Wilmington University. She earned 
a bachelor's degree in health and physical education and a M. Ed in special 
education. This is her first year at Sussex Academy and her ninth-year teaching. In 
her free time she loves to play and coach sports, read, practice yoga, and relax 
on the beach with her friends and family. She is very passionate about living an 
active, healthy lifestyle!

MEET SA NEW TEACHERS
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Sandra Tobias – Spanish elementary school

Sandra was born and raised in Mexico City, where she lived until 2010. As a child 
growing up, she was fortunate to attend a well-regarded private school, where 
she learned English and French.  She studied International Business in Mexico 
and also holds a Master's Degree in Administration. For 15 years she worked in 
Sales and Marketing for an International Logistics Company. She has worked as a 
Spanish teacher at Epworth and has volunteered with Spanish learning in Shields 
Elementary School.  She is married to Greg and they have two boys.  In her time 
off she enjoys practicing yoga, playing golf, skiing and reading about World War II 
and biographies.  

Scott Bleile Jr. – US History and AP European History

Scott was born in raised in Seaford, DE and graduated as a Blue Jay in 1998. 
After graduating from the University of Delaware in 2003, Scott has continued to 
educate, coach, and inspire students and athletes of all ages. Having coached 
soccer, swimming, and golf for over 15 years for different high schools and clubs in 
Delaware, Scott now focuses his energy on teaching and spending time with his 
family. He has a wife Melissa who works as a Technology Specialist in the Indian 
River School District, and a daughter Addyson age 11. Scott and his family enjoy 
traveling, camping, the beach, and being active. 

MEET SA NEW TEACHERS

(Crystal Little – continued from page 21)
After spending several years at Martin Luther King 
High School, Ms. Little transferred to West Philadel-
phia High School. The bulk of her career has been 
at West, “Where Every Student Thrives!” She quickly 
established herself as a team player, which yielded 
positively for her as she was named Department 
Chief of Counseling Services. Her varied skill set 
allowed her to be at the forefront and coordinator 
of programs that included school wide implemen-
tation and programming for students and families. 
Working with underserved populations for most of 
her career, two of her greatest accomplishments 
has been seen through the steady increase of 
graduation rates and first-generation students at-
tending college, as well as, amassing millions  
of dollars in scholarship monies for students. 

Outside of work, Ms. Little loves to be around family 
and friends. Her love for family also extends to the 
arts and travel. With an extensive music collection, 

she can be found listening to vinyl and dancing to 
her favorite songs. Feeding her love of theater life, 
Ms. Little often catches shows on Broadway. Addi-
tionally, she is a huge sports fanatic of all Philadel-
phia teams (“Fly-Eagles-Fly”) and self-proclaimed 
sneaker head. Ms. Little grew up in the eighties and 
nineties and represents those eras strongly in her 
spirit. Her love of the beach and travel has been 
something that was developed since a child. She 
has been all over the globe with Italy and Greece 
being her last places of travel. 

With over twenty years of experience, she contin-
ues to be dedicated with improving school ex-
periences for all students by providing them with 
opportunities for success. With a fun-filled spirit, Ms. 
Little is studentcentered who demonstrates great 
pride in her work and looks forward being a source 
of inspiration, hope and promise to the students 
and families of Sussex Academy.

25



MEET SA NEW DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS FOR 2021-2022

Jennifer Leonard – Student Services Department Coordinator

This is her 7th year at Sussex Academy. Leonard is the school librarian and works 
with students in grades 4-12. As the Student Services Department Coordinator, 
she is responsible for collaborating and supporting department members. The 
Student Services Department is a unique department of academic/guidance 
counselors, athletic director, drivers education, nutrition services, physical 
education educators, school constable, and the school nurse. She thoroughly 
enjoys working with such a diverse, talented and hard-working department.

Caitlyn Rifenburg – new World Language Department Coordinator

This is her 4th year at Sussex Academy. Rifenburg teaches Spanish 1, 2, and 4. 
She is ecstatic to be leading the group of World Language Educators as  
they continue to advance our skills in the use of comprehensible input in  
our classrooms.

SA DEPARTMENT COORDINATORS FOR 2021-2022:
Deanna Lough – English/Liberal, Fine and Performing Arts
Alyson Bates – Math
Jennifer Couch – Science/STEM
Sara Messina – Social Studies

PARAPROFESSIONALS
Sussex Academy recognizes our paraprofessionals 
and are grateful to have them as part of the SA Team. 

Elementary School
Brandon Davis
Debbie Kelbaugh

Middle and High Schools
Sandra Tobias
John Berry
Jennifer Piper
Karen Tsoukalas
Alex Souders
Lisa Swingle (not pictured)
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LUNCH PROGRAM
The new lunch provider for Sussex Academy  
is Lighthouse Catering. Located at the  
Delaware Technical Community College, 
Georgetown Campus, Lighthouse Catering 
has over 40 years experience in the food  
industry. The menu includes vegetarian, 
gluten free and a la carte items. The fresh 
lunches are delivered daily to the elementary 
school and secondary campuses.

BEAUTIFICATION AND REPAIR
Over the summer, work was done to repair the median 
drainage problem at the secondary campus.

NEW OUTDOOR SOUND SYSTEM
A special thank you to the  
Sussex Academy Foundation and  
The Starboard for purchasing  
a new sound system for our outdoor turf fields and to  
Lance Manlove, SA Building and Grounds Committee 
Chair, for having it installed in time for Homecoming 2021.

Around t
he

Nest

SA FACILITY
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SA VISITORS
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On October 5, Sussex Academy 
welcomed guests Dr. Benjamin 
S. Carson, Sr., M.D., and Mrs. Candy 
Carson to the secondary campus.

Their visit started with a tour of the 
campus where Dr. and Mrs. Carson 
visited several classrooms. A  
presentation to the junior and senior 
classes took place after the tour.  
The presentation concluded with 
time for questions/answers, photos 
and autographs.

Carson most recently served as  
the 17th Secretary of the U.S.  
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. For nearly 30 years, 
he served as Director of Pediatric 
Neurosurgery at the Johns Hopkins 
Children's Center, a position he 
assumed when he was just 33 years 
old, becoming the youngest  
major division director in the  
hospital's history. 
 

Dr. Carson and his wife co-founded 
the Carson Scholars Fund, which 
recognizes young people of all 
backgrounds for exceptional  
academic and humanitarian  
accomplishments. The Fund is  
currently operating in 50 states  
and the District of Columbia,  
and this year is cele-
brating the 25th an-
niversary of the first 
awards ceremony. 
In honor of that, the 
organization has 
now awarded a 
total of more than 
10,000 scholars, as 
well as more than 
$8 million in schol-
arships. Before the 
end of this year the 
Carson Scholars will 
have installed more 
than 250 Ben Car-
son Reading Rooms 
around the country.
 

DR. AND MRS. CARSON VISIT SA

OUTREACH AT SA
Marcus Wright, outreach  
coordinator for Senator 
Chris Coons, visited Sussex 
Academy in October. He 
met with Eric Anderson to 
discuss the current state of  
education in Delaware.

PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY
On October 19, Michael Bell, President of 
Harvard Business Services, participated in 
the Delaware Principal for a Day Program 
with a visit to Sussex Academy.

The Delaware Principal for a Day program, 
started in 1993, creates a plan for com-
munity business leaders to visit Delaware 
schools with a goal of creating a stronger 
connection between school leaders and 
the business community.

As Principal for a Day, Bell toured the  
Sussex Academy elementary and  
secondary campuses, monitored high 
school lunches and spoke to students in 
Personal Finance Classes.  

Bell has been President of Harvard Business 
Services since 1981 a business started by 
his father, Rick Bell. The company helps 
to form and maintain Delaware LLCs and 
Corporations and is the third largest  
incorporator in the State of Delaware.  
They currently represent over 100,000 
entities as the Registered Agent and have 
helped form over 300,000 companies.
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On November 3, Paul Cullen visited the Sussex Academy 
Elementary School campus to deliver 10 sets of new 
classroom bells. After receiving the bells, students  
participated in a mini bell concert with Cullen.

The gift was made possible from a grant from  
Paul Kares: Non-Profit for the Culinary and Musical 

Arts. Cullen’s non-profit focuses on what is close  
to his heart; music, culinary, and supporting those  
in need in the community.

Paul Cullen is a former band member of  
Bad Company, a chef and sommelier.

SUSSEX ACADEMY RECEIVES A GRANT FROM PAUL KARES 

SUMMER BAND 
CAMP
New to SA this year 
was a summer band 
camp.  Hosted by 
music director, 
Michael Marotta, the 
camp was open to 
students in grades 6-9.

S A  M U S I C
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ALL-STATE  
SENIOR CHOIR
Congratulations to  
Erin Morgan and  
Finn Sheridan who were  
selected to participate 
in the 2022 Delaware 
All-State Senior Choir  
concert scheduled  
for February.

Finn Sheridan

JAZZ WEEK AT SA
In October, the Rehoboth Beach Jazz 
Festival presented Sussex Academy  
students with a performance from  
saxophonist, Eric Darius. The program 
also provided Sussex Academy music 
students with a music workshop  
presented by jazz pianist and composer, 
Brian Simpson. 

During the concert, SA 6th grader, 
Brooks Whaley, won a t-shirt and had  
it signed by Eric Darius.

Jazz pianist and  
composer, Brian Simpson

32



EASTERN STANDARD TRIO
In November The Eastern Standard Trio visited 
SA for two separate performances to the middle 
school and high school band students.

Saxophonist, Eric Darius
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Including both collaborative 
and individual work, art can  
be found all around the  
elementary and secondary 
campuses.

S A  A R T S
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The Sussex Academy Theatre 
presented The Addams Family 
in November.  

S A  T H E A T R E
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Soccer
The soccer team coached by R.J. Dina, John Berry,  
and Collin Brady posted an 8-8 record while 
challenging what may have been the toughest 
schedule in the state. It included both defending state 
champions and both Henlopen Conference division 
winners. One of the season highlights was defeating 
Cape in front of a large crowd of both Seahawk and 
Viking supporters. The team earned the 10th seed in the 
state tournament dropping their 1st round game to 7th 
seeded Archmere on a goal in the last minute of the 
2nd overtime period. Michael Daniello, Zane Miller, and 
Tyler Hudson were named 1st team all-conference, 
Andres Romero and Lex Johnson 2nd team and  
Evan Jarrell honorable mention. The JV team posted  
a 5-2-4 record.

Field Hockey 
The most successful Seahawk team in the fall season 
was the field hockey team.  Coached by Maxine 
Fluharty, Alison Venables, Caitlyn Hardy, and Taylor 
Quillen the team finished with a 13-4 record ending 
one game shy of the State finals. The team opened 
the season with a dramatic 5-4 win over Dover in 
overtime and rolled through the season with only 
overtime and one goal losses other than the two 
losses to the eventual state champion team. The 
team earned the 4th seed in the state tournament 
defeating Tatnall in the quarterfinals. Seniors Madison 
Leeper, Emma Westbrook, Emma Lehman and Bella 
Guckes were named 1st team all-conference with 
the first 3 signing to play college field hockey and the 
4th signing to play lacrosse in college. Six Seahawk 
underclassmen were named to the 2nd team. They 
include Callie Short, Addy Basile, Rilyn Lehman, 
Natalee Petty, Shelby Manlove, and Kaitlyn Musgrove. 
Senior Lilly McAroy earned Honorable Mention. Coach 
Fluharty was named the Henlopen Conference 
Coach of the Year. The JV team sported an unbeaten 
record of  
12-0-2 including wins over Delmar and Cape.

Varsity

Junior Varsity

S A  S P O R T S

Varsity

Junior Varsity

The 2021-22 fall season began on time and with  
limited restrictions on August 16th.  

The Seahawk’s returned their full complement of 
coaches from last year’s highly successful seasons.
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Cross Country
The men's cross-country team completed their dual 
meet season with a 6-4 record which included their 
1st win over Sussex Tech. The team finished 14th 
in the State Championships, 10th in the Henlopen 
Conference, and 4th in the County Championships. 
Brett Parker was consistently the top runner including 
earning medalist status in the County meet and was 
named Honorable Mention all-conference. Ethan 
Rakes moved up to the 2nd position followed by 
newcomer Harrison Dabbs.

The women's cross-country team bested last year’s 
7-0 undefeated record with a 10-0 mark this season 
including a dual meet win over Cape Henlopen. In a 
dramatic finish the ladies tied for the Sussex County 
Championship title only to finish 2nd in the tiebreaker 
to Cape. They claimed the 4th, 5th, and 6th overall 
finishes as senior Sadie Tunnell crossed the line 
followed closely by Lily Bowe and 8th grader Katya 
Geyer. Hannah Lydic placed 10th, Alissa Swann 15th, 
Peyton Stanislav 18th, and Kasi Showers finished 19th 
allowing the Seahawks to claim 7 of the 20 medals 
awarded. The team continued their strong run with 
a close 2nd place finish in the Henlopen Conference 
Championships defeating Cape but falling just 6 points 
short of CR. Sadie Tunnell, Lily Bowe, and Katya Geyer 
earned top 15 medals. The team wrapped up their 
season with a 9th place finish at the Division II State 
Championships at a rainy and muddy Brandywine 
Creek course. Sadie Tunnell, Lily Bowe, and Katya 
Geyer earned 2nd team all-conference recognition 
while Hannah Lydic and Alissa Swann were named 
Honorable Mention. The team won the Henlopen  
South division title for the 2nd year in a row. Coach  
Jay Diaz was named the Women’s Henlopen 
Conference Coach of the year.

xc Men

xc Women

Varsity

Volleyball
The volleyball team battled to a 7-8 record but due 
to their strength of schedule was only two teams 
below the state tournament qualifiers.  Hailee Gooch, 
Mandy Szymanski, and David Archer coached the 
team.  Solid wins over Newark and Sussex Tech were 
highlights of the season.  Adrianne Bolados was 
named 1st team all-conference.  Terri Kirshner and 
Jordan Elmer earned 2nd team honors and Danica 
Duncan was honorable mention.  The JV team’s 
record was 9-5.

Junior Varsity

LIL LAXERS
The SA Girls Lacrosse Team 
hosted a Lil Laxers camp 
this fall for girls and boys in 
grade 5 and below.

Varsity
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Field Hockey
The middle school field hockey team finished the  
season with a 3-5-2 record with strong shutouts of  
Delmar and Georgetown. Lauren Hvorecny and  
Kathy Kay coached the team.

Cross Country – Boys
The middle school girl's cross-country team  
earned a 5-2 record and placed 5th at the DAAD  
Invitational which included 450 competitors from  
all over the state.  This is even more impressive when 
you see that there were only 6th and 7th graders  
on the team.

Cross Country – Girls
The middle school boy’s cross-country team recorded 
a 4-3 record and placed 11th in the DAAD Invitational.  
Both of these highly successful teams were coached 
by Paige Haley and David Naples.

Volleyball
The middle school volleyball team coached by  
Jon English and Don Tollet produced a 7-3 regular  
season record including impressive wins over  
Mariner, Georgetown, and Providence Creek, several 
of which required the Seahawks to come back after  
a 1st set loss to win the final two sets.  The team quali-
fied for the top bracket in the DAAD Invitational  
tournament attended by teams all over the state for 
the 1st time.  They earned a 1-2 record against the  
top MS teams in the state.

Soccer
The middle school soccer team produced a solid  
9-2 season losing only to Selbyville and Milford but 
earning huge one goal victories over Beacon, Mariner, 
and Georgetown. The B team finished undefeated at 
8-0. John Baybutt coached these young Seahawks.   
A highlight of the season was created by bad weather 
when the final home game was delayed and led to 
the 1st middle school game under the lights, a 3-0 win 
over Postlewait.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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COLLEGE SIGNING
On November 10 Sussex Academy celebrated  
six student athletes who signed National Letters of 
Intent to play their sport at a collegiate level.

Madison Leeper Field Hockey, University of 
Massachusetts-Lowell (Division 1)
Emma Lehman Field Hockey, Mary Washington 
College (Division 3)
Emma Westbrook Field Hockey, Newberry College  
(Division 2)
Hannah Lydic Lacrosse, University of Richmond 
(Division 1)
Kenny Cay Lacrosse, Newberry College (Division 2)
Bella Guckes Lacrosse, Dickinson College (Division 3)

DE SENIOR OLYMPICS
In September, over 20 
swimmers participated in the 
Delaware Senior Olympics 
Swim Competition held at the 
Sussex Academy Aquatics 
Center.

DIVISION 1 SEAHAWK
In July, Addy Leonhartt,  
Class of 2021, signed with the  
University of Connecticut.  Leonhartt is the  
first SA field hockey player to go Division 1.
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2017 | Dallas  
(DiGuglielmo) Jackson 
and Nick Jackson
have been married for 
2 years, and are living in 
Dallas, TX! Nick is an EMT 
and Dallas is working as 
a pediatric Registered 
Nurse and working on her 
masters degree through 
the University of Texas   
to earn a Family Nurse 
Practitioner degree. They 
are staying busy in the 
city with each other and 
their dogs!

2017 | Lindsey Perez,
Kleiry Ruano, and  
Alexander Roblero
It was great to have  
Lindsey, Kleiry and  
Alexander back at  
The Nest for the  
Hoco 2021 game!

2021 | Kylie Forrest
Kylie Forrest started her 
college education at 
Winthrop University,  
Rock Hill, South Carolina.

2017 | Quela Reyes
Quela Reyes is enrolled  
at the University of  
Central Florida. She  
recently designed and  
illustrated the cover for 
the school’s 10th anniver-
sary magazine. She is in-
terning as an art director 
this semester and working 
as a graphic designer for 
the College of Graduate 
Studies.

Where Are They Now?

S A  A L U M N I
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We want to hear from you! 
Send us your news:  internship, career, scholarly work, art endeavors, life milestones… 

we want to know it all!  Please send your news, photos, updated contact information to:  
gina.derrickson@saas.k12.de.us



S A  F O U N D A T I O N
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Feather Our Nest 2021-2022 Annual Appeal
This year the Sussex Academy Foundation is continuing to raise funds for wish list items.   

The wish list is created by the Sussex Academy faculty and staff and includes items needed to help  
with providing education and classroom updates.

To date over $12,000 has been raised.  The campaign ends of June 30, 2022.  THANK YOU to the  
following Sussex Academy supporters.  Your generous donations have allowed for the purchase of  

numerous educational items needed to enhance classrooms.

The Sussex Academy Foundation is  
volunteer group of parents,  

grandparents, and community members 
who work to raise funds for  

Sussex Academy capital projects. 

Susan Barry
Ann and Rick Bennett

Francoise and Nick Benz
Anna Bryan

Howard Burris Family
Martin and Joyce Cosgrove

Raymond and Andreina Crimmins
Daria Danilenko

Eggcellent
Jeff Evans

Doris Figueroa
Joseph and Rebecca Ghabour

Pam and Randy Harper
Ann Hobbs

Marty and Sherry Holmes

Judie Jardin
John Klein

John and Kathleen Leebel
Steve and Dee Dee Montgomery

Matt and Michele Mundok
Steve and Gail Nemcic

Ron and Patricia Oliphant
Jamie and Jeannie Rial

The Lewes Building Company
The Ryan Family

Thomas P. Preston and Laura A. Scanlan
Sandra Sharp

Dr. Christopher Vallorosi
Dr. Gary Wray

Thank You

Sussex Academy  
Foundation Board

Joe Schell, Chair
Stacy Short, Secretary

Preston Schell, Treasurer
Chase Brockstedt

Lyndie Hertrich
Michele Mundok

Mike Rawl
Billy Scott

If you would like to make a donation to Sussex Academy: 
Checks can be mailed to:  

Sussex Academy Foundation, P.O. Box 693, Lewes, DE 19958 
Make an online donation at:  

sussexacademyfoundation.com 



Thank you to our sponsors:
CAMP DIRECTOR
Schell Brothers

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Delmarva Radiation Services
Ocean Atlantic Companies
Joe and Debbie Schell

OPERATIONS TEAM
La Vida Hospitality
The Montgomery Family/The Starboard
Law Offices of Scott and Shuman
Styled 
Tunnell Companies

CAMP COUNSELOR
Cape ENT
Ocean Atlantic Sotheby’s International Realty
The Lewes Building Company

BUNKMATE
Community Matters Foundation
Henlopen City Oyster House
Logo Motive
The Peninsula
Jim and Jeannie Rial
State Farm Insurance Ron Krajewksi Agency

CAMPER
Law Offices of Baird Mandalas Brockstedt
Barrows and Associates
Bella Terra Landscapes and Nursery
BSD
Chase and Kelly Brockstedt
County Bank
Allen Stafford and David Cristy
Donovan Salvage
DSM Commercial
Half Full/Kindle
Johnson Orthodontics
The Little School at Kids Cottage
Mid-Atlantic Family Practice
The Moore Family
The Mundok Family
Overhead Door Company of Delmar
Savannah Animal Hospital
Seiff Center
Morgen Busch and Christopher Shipp
Shore View Personalized Medical Care
Ryan and Stacy Short
Larry and Michele Smith

SEAHAWK SOIREE AT CAMP ARROWHEAD
Sussex Academy families and friends enjoyed a day/ 
night “camping” event on August 29 at Camp Arrowhead.  
Attendees danced to KleptoRadio, dined on “camp”  
food, played games, enjoyed s’mores around a fire pit, 
and bid on fun auction items. The proceeds, exceeding 
$80,000, will go toward the future expansion of the  
Sussex Academy Elementary School.

C O M P A N I E S  L . P .

SUSSEX ACADEMY
AUGUST 29, 2021

The Seahawk Soiree was held to support the future  
expansion of the Sussex Academy Elementary School.

to al
l who supported this event

Thank you

Winners of the  
Silent Auction:

Principal of the Day
Reserved Parking Space

Name the Lane
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Goal: $500,000
In October, Sussex Academy launched 
a $500,000 capital campaign to support 
the growth of the SA athletic department, 
recognize past, current and future athletes 
and teams, and upgrade the gymnasium 
lobby and connecting halls.

            Please consider supporting this campaign.
Donations can be made by check written to Sussex Academy Foundation and  
mailed to Sussex Academy, 21150 Airport Road, Georgetown, DE 19947 or online  
at sussexacademyfoundation.com (write sports campaign in the comments section).

For more information contact Gina Derrickson at gina.derrickson@saas.k12.de.us.

•  Redesigning the lighting and ceiling systems  
to be more consistent with the main lobby.

• Changing the flooring in the lobby.
• Upgrading the current trophy cases.
• Painting hall walls and weight room.
• Adding an art case.
•  Adding sports equipment storage areas  

to gymnasium and lobby.
•  Adding plaques to the gym lobby to recognize 

All-Star Athletes.
•  Installing a graphic display of athletic timeline 

to include photos of past and present athletes 
(with space to add future athletes).

•  Installing new equipment in the weight room.
•  Adding additional safety wall pads in the gym.

Seahawk Hall of Famer ($50,000+)

State Champion Supporter ($25,000+)

All Star First Team ($10,000-$24,999)
The Scott Family

All Star Second Team ($1,000-$9,999)
The Mundok Family
The Leonhartt Family
Premier Orthopaedic Bone and Joint Care
The Leebel Family
The Nutter Family
The Probert Family
The Lewes Building Company

All Star Honorable Mention (up to $999)
John Harrington
Elena Dadukova

Campaign funding  
will be used for:
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