
IB Literature HL Summer 2019 Assignment

First Assignment: READ Persepolis

Read and annotate Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi. 
(You should also read the brief introduction that I’ve written here AS WELL AS the introduction 
that Satrapi writes in the book itself.  There, you will receive some crucial information for 
understanding the background of the text.)

This text is very unique - it is a translated autobiography done in the style of a graphic novel.  Through powerful 
black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells readers about her experience growing up as a girl in a 
progressive family in Iran during its Islamic Revolution and later war with Iraq.  As a student with a French 
education, Satrapi originally published the book in 2000 in French; it was translated into English in 2003.  Her 
book is engaging and reader-friendly; in fact, I read it in less than 2 hours, so it is both a perfect summer read 
and an engaging start to our course texts.  This novel IS one of the 13 texts we have to read in IB Literature 
HL, so in reading it and writing about it, you will already be starting our course material.  In other words, this 
summer assignment is not at all busy work, so please do not think of it or treat it as such.

You must purchase your own copy of the book.  The edition that I am using is ISBN 037571457X if you would 
like to ensure that our page numbers are the same; however, any printed edition is acceptable.  Be careful 
NOT to accidentally purchase/read Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return (the sequel).

Second Assignment: WRITE about Persepolis

Write an essay about Persepolis and a connection it has to one of the 7 Concepts of IB Literature.  
On the next two pages, you will find IB’s descriptors of each of those 7 Concepts.  For your essay, select ONE 
of these concepts and write a five-paragraph essay that explores a topic concerning how that concept relates 
to Persepolis (see the last 3 pages for examples of how to approach this prompt).  

Each student should formulate his/her own essay topic/argument that relates one of the concepts to the text 
and insightfully examine it.  He/she should use specific textual examples from Persepolis to explore his/her 
topic or defend his/her argument.  Students should avoid summary and superficial/basic approaches to 
discussing the concept and its connections to the work.  Students are HIGHLY encouraged to run their topics, 
ideas, and/or theses/outlines by Mrs. Bobby before August 25th.  

Your essay will be submitted onto turnitin.com and checked for plagiarism.
A printed copy of your essay is due the first day of class.
Be prepared for an assessment about the text on the first day of class.  

Requirements
• 5 typed, double-spaced paragraphs (intro, 3 body paragraphs, and conclusion)
• A thesis that indicates a clear connection between one of the 7 Concepts and Persepolis
• Textual evidence from the novel (embedded and cited with page numbers) 
• MLA Formatting
• Submission onto turnitin.com for a plagiarism scan

Grading: 
I will be scoring your essay holistically for a major grade in the grade book. I will also be giving your essay an 

IB score based on an IB rubric.  This “IB” score I give you summer essay will not be entered into the 
grade book; it will only be a “reference” score for you to see how your work/writing measures up against 
IB expectations at the beginning of the course. 



The 7 Concepts of IB Literature

Identity 

When reading texts, students will encounter and interact with a multiplicity of perspectives, voices and 
characters. It is usual when reading and interpreting a text to assume that the views are to some extent 
representative of the writer’s identity. However, the relationship between a biographical author and the different 
perspectives and voices they assume when they write is frequently complex, and this makes the concept of 
identity an elusive one. The figure that emerges from the reading of various texts by the same author adds to 
the complexity of the discussion. Conversely, the ways in which the identity of a reader comes into play at the 
moment of reading a text are equally central to the analysis of the act of reading and interpretation. 

Culture 

The concept of culture is central to the study of language and literature. It raises the question of how a text 
relates to the context of its production and reception, and to the respective values, beliefs and attitudes 
prevalent in them. This concept also plays an important role with regard to the relationship that is established 
between an individual text and the writing tradition preceding it. The application of this concept to the study of a 
text should prompt reflection on the extent to which it is the product of a particular cultural and literary context 
and how it interacts with it. 

Creativity 

Creativity plays an important part in the experience of reading and writing. The concept is fundamental to 
analyze and understand the act of writing, and the role that imagination plays. When applied to the act of 
reading, creativity highlights the importance of the reader being able to engage in an imaginative interaction 
with a text, which generates a range of potential meanings from it, above and beyond established 
interpretations. Creativity is also related to the notion of originality and to the question of the extent to which it 
is important or desirable in the production and reception of a text. 

Perspective 

A text may offer a multiplicity of perspectives which may, or may not, reflect the views of its author. Readers 
have also their own perspectives, which they bring to their interaction with the text. This variety of perspectives 
impacts on the interpretation of a text and, therefore, deserves critical attention and discussion. The fact that 
the acts of reading and writing happen in a given time and place poses the additional question of how far the 
contexts of production and reception have influenced and even shaped those perspectives.



Communication 

The concept of communication revolves around the question of the relationship that is established between a 
writer and a reader by means of a text. The extent to which writers facilitate communication through their 
choices of style and structure may be an aspect to analyze in this exploration. The writer may also have a 
particular audience in mind, which may mean assumptions have been made about the reader’s knowledge or 
views, making communication with some readers easier than with others. Alternatively, the amount of 
cooperation that a text demands from a reader for communication to take place, and the readiness of the 
reader to engage is also important as a topic for discussion. Even with cooperative readers, the meaning of a 
text is never univocal, which makes the concept of communication a particularly productive, and potentially 
problematic one in relation to both literary and non-literary texts. 

Transformation 

The study of the connections among texts constitutes the focus of one of the three areas of exploration, 
namely intertextuality: connecting texts. The complex ways in which texts refer to one another, appropriate 
elements from each other and transform them to suit a different aesthetic or communicative purpose are 
evidence of the importance of transformation in the process of creating a text. Additionally, the act of reading is 
potentially transformative in itself, both for the text and the reader. Different readers may transform a text with 
their personal interpretation. The text, on the other hand, can have an impact on the reader, which potentially 
might lead to action and to the transformation of reality. 

Representation 

The way in which language and literature relate to reality has been the subject of much debate among linguists 
and literary theorists across time. Statements and manifestos by writers have made claims about this 
relationship, which range from affirming that literature should represent reality as accurately as possible to 
claiming art’s absolute detachment and freedom from reality and any duty to represent it in the work of art. 
Irrespective of such a discussion, the concept is a central one to the subject in connection with the way in 
which form and structure interact with, and relate to, meaning. 



EXAMPLES OF ESSAY TOPICS (based on Hamlet, NOT Persepolis)
Below, I have extracted the key ideas from each concept (in italics) and offered three possible essay topics that 

could connect that concept with Hamlet, a text you read in Honors English 10.  These are meant to give 
you an idea of what kind of essay topics one could formulate for a text, as inspired by the concepts.  
Note that I have not given you examples of possible topics for your assigned text (Persepolis) because 
I want you to think for yourself as you come up with your essay topic.

Identity has 3 aspects: the multiplicity of perspectives/voices/characters, the complex relationship between the 
author and his/her own view of the text’s subject matter, and the ways that a reader’s identity impacts how they 
view the text.  Possible essay topics that connect this concept to Hamlet -  

an essay comparing and contrasting Hamlet’s actions/motivations with that of Fortinbras, especially in 
terms of what constitutes right/wrong and justice

an essay examining evidence of Shakespeare’s personal feelings about revenge/justice - either by 
examining the last scene and how the ending shapes our understanding of Shakespeare’s possible 
feelings about his characters’ actions AND/OR examining which character he might have set up as the true 
“hero” of justice and which one is the antithesis of what justice means

an essay that argues that Fortinbras is the true hero of the play whereas Hamlet is the antihero

Culture has 3 aspects: how a text relates to the cultural context in which it was produced, how a text relates to 
the cultural context in which it is read, and the relationship that exists between a text and the writing tradition 
that precedes it.  Possible essay topics that connect this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay that compares key events/topics in the play to how they were practiced or conceived in 
Shakespeare’s time.  Regicide, murder, invasions, and/or suicide would all be interesting possible topics to 
explore.  How common, for example, was regicide in Shakespeare’s time?  Was it handled differently in the 
play than it would have been in real life?  What do any similarities or differences suggest about 
Shakespeare’s purposes in writing the play?

an essay exploring any conflicts/themes/social issues in Hamlet that are still meaningful to a modern 
reader, despite being a text from the 1500s

an essay that analyzes Shakespeare’s use of blank verse and prose in the play, including the reasons 
behind this common writing tradition of his time and the extent to which he uses it traditionally, differently, or 
even successfully



Creativity has 3 aspects: the role that imagination plays in the act of writing a text, the reader’s ability to 
engage in an imaginative interaction with a text and generate a range of potential meanings from it, and the 
notion/importance of originality.  Possible essay topics that connect this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay about Shakespeare’s use of the supernatural in Hamlet, specifically in reference to its role/
importance in the play as a whole

an essay about Shakespeare’s minimal use of stage directions in the play and its effect on the reader, 
maybe by analyzing key sections of the play where dialogue becomes the only key to understanding what 
is physically happening on the stage and how much that leaves open up to interpretation/visualization (and 
why that is important).  Alternatively, one could compare and contrast 2 different film versions of the same 
scene from Hamlet and evaluate the reasons/plausibility/success of the different directors’/actors’ choices 
in relation to the original written scene in the play (since there are so few stage directions to indicate what 
is going on and a director/actor has to use his/her imagination to interpret the dialogue and fill in the holes).

an essay that explores just how original Hamlet is compared to other plays/stories before/during 
Shakespeare’s time (or even in relation to his other works).  In other words, what makes Hamlet so unique?

Perspective combines key aspects of Identity and Culture as it largely concerns the different perspectives 
inherent in a text - the characters’, the authors’, and the readers’.  It also deals with how the time/place/culture 
of the text’s creation and reception influence the way it is written and the way it is read/interpreted.  Just as an 
author’s personal experiences/cultural context will shape how he/she writes a text, so will a reader’s personal 
experiences/cultural context shape how he/she receives/interprets the text.  Possible essay topics that connect 
this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay about the female characters in the play (Ophelia and Gertrude) and evaluate the extent to which 

one feels that they are strong or weak females (through a feminist lens)

an essay about how Claudius is an empathetic character and/or even shaped by the social constructs of 

his time (slighted because of being the second oldest brother in a Western European royal family and 

therefore condemned to always be in his older brother’s shadow)

an essay that offers an argument about whether or not Hamlet really does or does not go crazy



Communication has 3 aspects: the relationship that is established between a writer and a reader, how writers 
facilitate communication with the reader through their choices of style and structure, and the amount of 
cooperation that a text demands from a reader for communication to take place in conjunction with the 
readiness of the reader to engage.  Possible essay topics that connect this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay that evaluates the effect of Hamlet being a play and not a novel or other genre.  To what extent is 
the story more effective and/or less effective as a play than it would be in another format?

an essay about Shakespeare’s use of Hamlet’s many soliloquies as a way to have him communicate his 
innermost thoughts and fears with not just himself but also the audience (why they are important for our 
understanding of Hamlet as a character, our understanding of the plot, and our understanding of the play 
as a whole (thematically).  As an extension of this, one might even consider the extent to which he is able 
to even with honest with himself (and thereby us the audience).

an essay that explores the craft/brilliance of Shakespeare’s language and its complexities/ambiguities

Transformation has 3 aspects: the complex ways in which different texts inform and transform each other 
(especially to suit different purposes), the way that different readers may transform a text with their personal 
interpretation, and how a text can transform a reader by having an effect on him/her.  Possible essay topics 
that connect this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay about how The Lion King is a retelling of Hamlet, with attention paid to how Disney alters the 
story and to what effect

an essay about how Hamlet could be conceptually produced as a play - in what other time period or style 
could the story be placed?  And what would be the thematic purposes/effects of doing so?

an essay about the extent to which the play warns readers about the dangers of a desire for revenge

Representation has 3 aspects: the way literary relates to reality, the debate about whether literature should 
represent reality or if it should have an absolute detachment and freedom from it, and the way in which form 
and structure interact with, and relate to, meaning.  Possible essay topics that connect this concept to Hamlet - 

an essay about the realism that is present in Hamlet, especially in reference to how it portrays grief, anger, 
jealousy, depression, suicide, etc.

an essay that evaluates Hamlet’s least realistic episodes/aspects and why they are important for the 
meaning of the work as a whole

an essay about Shakespeare’s structuring of Hamlet into 5 acts, particularly in reference to the way they 
are broken down so that they help develop the plot and its characters as well as the way that they affecting 
the pacing of the plot in a believable (or unbelievable) manner

You may (and really should) contact me over the summer via Schoology or e-mail 
(erin.bobby@saas.k12.de.us) to run your topic, ideas, thesis or outline by me.  I will not respond to 

messages/e-mails after August 25th as I will not support those who wait until 1-2 days before the due 
date to select a topic/complete the assignment.


