
Sussex Academy Summer Reading  for Phoenix Team 2018 
 

This summer you will need to read two books from the appropriate grade level list.. You must 
complete FOUR summaries for EACH book.  If you choose to, you may complete summaries 
for each and every chapter in the book.   
 

• You will need to summarize what happens in the first quarter-of-the book, halfway 
through the book, three-quarters of the way through the book, and at the end of the 
book OR a summary for each individual chapter. 

• Please make sure that you stop at the end of a chapter when you write your summary, 
not in the middle of the chapter.  This would only apply to the quarterly summaries. 

• Please write your first and last name at the top of each page along with the book title 
(underlined and capitalized correctly please). 

• Please submit on the first day of school to your reading teacher on lined paper. No 
Folders!  You will be able to staple your work prior to submitting. 

• Please write on the front and back of your lined paper. 
• Please consider using unused paper from your current RNB.  Be kind to our earth and 

use the resources you already have available. 
 

What Is Summarizing? 
Summarizing is how we take large amounts of text and whittle it down to the bare essentials: 
the gist, the key ideas, and the main points that are worth mentioning and remembering. It is 
the condensing of a larger work into the most basic and important ideas.  
 
A summary for a fictional novel is a short description of the most important events in a story.   
The summary will tell what happens.  When summarizing a story, the reader needs to include 
important information about the characters, plot, and setting. 
 
Please DO the following: 

• tell what happens in the story 
• include the most important information about the characters, plot and setting 
• write clearly so that someone who has not read the book understands what the book is 

about.  
• WRITE LEGIBLY!  If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it!   

 
Please DO NOT do the following: 

• write down everything  
• write down next to nothing  
• copy word for word  
• make predictions 
• express your opinions 
• quote the text  
• repeat dialogue 

 
 

Someone who has not read the book you have summarized should be able to understand 
the storyline when they read your summaries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Book List for the Phoenix Team – Entering 7th Graders 
 
Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
 
I guess I always felt even if the world came to an end, McDonald’s still would be open. 
 
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid knocks the moon closer 
to Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is catastrophic. How can her family prepare for the future when 
worldwide tsunamis are wiping out the coasts, earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking 
out the sun? As August turns dark and wintery in northeastern Pennsylvania, Miranda, her two brothers, and 
their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and 
limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove. 
 
Told in a year’s worth of journal entries, this heart-pounding story chronicles Miranda’s struggle to hold on to the 
most important resource of all—hope—in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world 
 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The 
haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity 
and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand 
the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 
 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
 
One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is divided into five factions—Candor (the honest), 
Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). Beatrice must 
choose between staying with her Abnegation family and transferring factions. Her choice will shock her 
community and herself. But the newly christened Tris also has a secret, one she's determined to keep hidden, 
because in this world, what makes you different makes you dangerous. 
 
Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
	
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it 
comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, 
but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. 
  
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 
baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily 
endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable 
surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 
 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
 
A National Book Award Finalist for Young People’s Literature. 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is slowing him down in this 
first electrifying novel in a new series from Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award–winning author Jason 
Reynolds. 
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when 
they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could qualify them 
for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to 
prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 
 
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong 
reasons—it all started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and 
his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has 
been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who 
sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the 
best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him? 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 
 



In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a 
single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial 
tension. 
 
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-
happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen 
nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s 
every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how 
can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement? 
 
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by 
Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is 
getting threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who 
has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And 
the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does the school. And the town. 
Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they 
had never considered before. 
 
A Night Divide by Jennifer Nielson 
 
With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live 
on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in search of work, 
cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, yet she can't help herself. She sees the East 
German soldiers with their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are 
prisoners in their own city. 
But one day on her way to school, Gerta spots her father on a viewing platform on the western side, pantomiming a 
peculiar dance. Gerta concludes that her father wants her and Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, out of East Berlin. 
However, if they are caught, the consequences will be deadly. No one can be trusted. Will Gerta and her family find 
their way to freedom? 
 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
 
Once again, the Earth is under attack. Alien "buggers" are poised for a final assault. The survival of the human 
species depends on a military genius who can defeat the buggers. But who? Ender Wiggin. Brilliant. Ruthless. 
Cunning. A tactical and strategic master. And a child. Recruited for military training by the world government, 
Ender's childhood ends the moment he enters his new home: Battleschool. Among the elite recruits Ender proves 
himself to be a genius among geniuses. In simulated war games he excels. But is the pressure and loneliness taking 
its toll on Ender? Simulations are one thing. How will Ender perform in real combat conditions? After all, 
Battleschool is just a game. Right? 
 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
  
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be 
able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run? 
  
As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People who don’t know what to 
say act like she’s not there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa. 
A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her. 
  
With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. 
But that’s not enough for her now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with 
her. 
 
The Maze Runner by James Dashner 
 
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—
boys whose memories are also gone. 
 
Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and 
no one’s ever made it through alive. 
 
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying: Remember. Survive. Run. 
 


